CHAPTEE 11
THE ASSASSINATION PLOT
THE immediate occasion of the World War was the
murder of the Austrian Archduke at Sarajevo. Had it not
occurred, there would have been neither an Austro-Serbian
War, nor a World War, in the summer of 1914. In spite of
the increasing tension between the Triple Alliance and the
Triple Entente, it is probable that European diplomacy
would have succeeded for months, perhaps for years, in
averting a conflict which all statesmen foresaw as unspeak-
ably terrible, and for which the Franco-Russian forces
planned to be better prepared in 1917 than in 1914. The
murder of the Archduke ignited material which would not
otherwise have taken fire as it did, or perhaps not at all
It is, therefore, of importance to trace the origins of the
plot to which he fell a victim and to determine the respon-
sibility for the deed which was to have such awful and
world-racking consequences.
What are the true details of the Sarajevo plot? What
were the motives of the assassins? Who were their insti-
gators or accomplices? These are dark and difficult ques-
tions which have remained more mysterious and baffling
than most of the problems relating to the immediate causes
of the War. Serious historians have devoted relatively little
attention to them. Fantastic rumors and persistent mis-
statements, born of hatred and war propaganda, have passed
current for a longer time on this subject than on any other
aspect of those tragic days which set Europe aflame. There
are many reasons for this. Historians have been mainly
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